
IT’S GOOD TO BE HERE IN THIS GREAT CITY OF FLORENCE TODAY AT A CRITICAL 
TIME IN THE EVOLUTION OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED KINGDOM 
AND THE EUROPEAN UNION.

IT WAS HERE, MORE THAN ANYWHERE ELSE, THAT THE RENAISSANCE BEGAN – A 
PERIOD OF HISTORY THAT INSPIRED CENTURIES OF CREATIVITY AND CRITICAL 
THOUGHT ACROSS OUR CONTINENT AND WHICH IN MANY WAYS DEFINED WHAT IT 
MEANT TO BE EUROPEAN.

A PERIOD OF HISTORY WHOSE EXAMPLE SHAPED THE MODERN WORLD. A PERIOD 
OF HISTORY THAT TEACHES US THAT WHEN WE COME TOGETHER IN A SPIRIT OF 
AMBITION AND INNOVATION, WE HAVE IT WITHIN OURSELVES TO DO GREAT 
THINGS.

THAT SHOWS US THAT IF WE OPEN OUR MINDS TO NEW THINKING AND NEW 
POSSIBILITIES, WE CAN FORGE A BETTER, BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR ALL OUR 
PEOPLES.

AND THAT IS WHAT I WANT TO FOCUS ON TODAY. FOR WE ARE MOVING THROUGH A 
NEW AND CRITICAL PERIOD IN THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED KINGDOM’S 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE EUROPEAN UNION.

THE BRITISH PEOPLE HAVE DECIDED TO LEAVE THE EU; AND TO BE A GLOBAL, 
FREE-TRADING NATION, ABLE TO CHART OUR OWN WAY IN THE WORLD.

FOR MANY, THIS IS AN EXCITING TIME, FULL OF PROMISE; FOR OTHERS IT IS A 
WORRYING ONE.

I LOOK AHEAD WITH OPTIMISM, BELIEVING THAT IF WE USE THIS MOMENT TO 
CHANGE NOT JUST OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH EUROPE, BUT ALSO THE WAY WE DO 
THINGS AT HOME, THIS WILL BE A DEFINING MOMENT IN THE HISTORY OF OUR 
NATION.

AND IT IS AN EXCITING TIME FOR MANY IN EUROPE TOO. THE EUROPEAN UNION IS 
BEGINNING A NEW CHAPTER IN THE STORY OF ITS DEVELOPMENT. JUST LAST 
WEEK, PRESIDENT JUNCKER SET OUT HIS AMBITIONS FOR THE FUTURE OF THE 
EUROPEAN UNION.

THERE IS A VIBRANT DEBATE GOING ON ABOUT THE SHAPE OF THE EU’S 
INSTITUTIONS AND THE DIRECTION OF THE UNION IN THE YEARS AHEAD. WE 
DON’T WANT TO STAND IN THE WAY OF THAT.

INDEED, WE WANT TO BE YOUR STRONGEST FRIEND AND PARTNER AS THE EU, AND 
THE UK THRIVE SIDE BY SIDE.

SHARED CHALLENGES

AND THAT PARTNERSHIP IS IMPORTANT. FOR AS WE LOOK AHEAD, WE SEE SHARED 
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN COMMON.



HERE IN ITALY TODAY, OUR TWO COUNTRIES ARE WORKING TOGETHER TO TACKLE 
SOME OF THE GREATEST CHALLENGES OF OUR TIME; CHALLENGES WHERE ALL 
TOO OFTEN GEOGRAPHY HAS PUT ITALY ON THE FRONTLINE.

AS I SPEAK, BRITAIN’S ROYAL NAVY, NATIONAL CRIME AGENCY AND BORDER 
FORCE ARE WORKING ALONGSIDE THEIR ITALIAN PARTNERS TO SAVE LIVES IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN AND CRACK DOWN ON THE EVIL TRAFFICKERS WHO ARE 
EXPLOITING DESPERATE MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN WHO SEEK A BETTER LIFE.

OUR TWO COUNTRIES ARE ALSO WORKING TOGETHER IN THE FIGHT AGAINST 
TERRORISM – FROM OUR POSITIONS AT THE FOREFRONT OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
COALITION AGAINST DAESH TO OUR WORK TO DISRUPT THE NETWORKS 
TERRORIST GROUPS USE TO FINANCE THEIR OPERATIONS AND RECRUIT TO THEIR 
RANKS.

AND EARLIER THIS WEEK, I WAS DELIGHTED THAT PRIME MINISTER GENTILONI 
WAS ABLE TO JOIN PRESIDENT MACRON AND MYSELF IN CONVENING THE FIRST 
EVER UN SUMMIT OF GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY TO MOVE FURTHER AND 
FASTER IN PREVENTING TERRORIST USE OF THE INTERNET.

MASS MIGRATION AND TERRORISM ARE BUT TWO EXAMPLES OF THE CHALLENGES 
TO OUR SHARED EUROPEAN INTERESTS AND VALUES THAT WE CAN ONLY SOLVE IN
PARTNERSHIP.

THE WEAKENING GROWTH OF GLOBAL TRADE; THE LOSS OF POPULAR SUPPORT 
FOR THE FORCES OF LIBERALISM AND FREE TRADE THAT IS DRIVING MOVES 
TOWARDS PROTECTIONISM; THE THREAT OF CLIMATE CHANGE DEPLETING AND 
DEGRADING THE PLANET WE LEAVE FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS; AND MOST 
RECENTLY, THE OUTRAGEOUS PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS BY NORTH 
KOREA WITH A THREAT TO USE THEM.

HERE ON OUR OWN CONTINENT, WE SEE TERRITORIAL AGGRESSION TO THE EAST; 
AND FROM THE SOUTH THREATS FROM INSTABILITY AND CIVIL WAR; TERRORISM, 
CRIME AND OTHER CHALLENGES WHICH RESPECT NO BORDERS.

THE ONLY WAY FOR US TO RESPOND TO THIS VAST ARRAY OF CHALLENGES IS FOR 
LIKEMINDED NATIONS AND PEOPLES TO COME TOGETHER AND DEFEND THE 
INTERNATIONAL ORDER THAT WE HAVE WORKED SO HARD TO CREATE – AND THE 
VALUES OF LIBERTY, DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE RULE OF LAW BY 
WHICH WE STAND.

BRITAIN HAS ALWAYS – AND WILL ALWAYS – STAND WITH ITS FRIENDS AND ALLIES 
IN DEFENCE OF THESE VALUES.

OUR DECISION TO LEAVE THE EUROPEAN UNION IS IN NO WAY A REPUDIATION OF 
THIS LONGSTANDING COMMITMENT. WE MAY BE LEAVING THE EUROPEAN UNION, 
BUT WE ARE NOT LEAVING EUROPE.



OUR RESOLVE TO DRAW ON THE FULL WEIGHT OF OUR MILITARY, INTELLIGENCE, 
DIPLOMATIC AND DEVELOPMENT RESOURCES TO LEAD INTERNATIONAL ACTION, 
WITH OUR PARTNERS, ON THE ISSUES THAT AFFECT THE SECURITY AND 
PROSPERITY OF OUR PEOPLES IS UNCHANGED.

OUR COMMITMENT TO THE DEFENCE - AND INDEED THE ADVANCE - OF OUR 
SHARED VALUES IS UNDIMMED.

OUR DETERMINATION TO DEFEND THE STABILITY, SECURITY AND PROSPERITY OF 
OUR EUROPEAN NEIGHBOURS AND FRIENDS REMAINS STEADFAST.

THE DECISION OF THE BRITISH PEOPLE

AND WE WILL DO ALL THIS AS A SOVEREIGN NATION IN WHICH THE BRITISH 
PEOPLE ARE IN CONTROL.

THEIR DECISION TO LEAVE THE INSTITUTION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION WAS AN 
EXPRESSION OF THAT DESIRE - A STATEMENT ABOUT HOW THEY WANT THEIR 
DEMOCRACY TO WORK.

THEY WANT MORE DIRECT CONTROL OF DECISIONS THAT AFFECT THEIR DAILY 
LIVES; AND THAT MEANS THOSE DECISIONS BEING MADE IN BRITAIN BY PEOPLE 
DIRECTLY ACCOUNTABLE TO THEM.

THE STRENGTH OF FEELING THAT THE BRITISH PEOPLE HAVE ABOUT THIS NEED 
FOR CONTROL AND THE DIRECT ACCOUNTABILITY OF THEIR POLITICIANS IS ONE 
REASON WHY, THROUGHOUT ITS MEMBERSHIP, THE UNITED KINGDOM HAS NEVER 
TOTALLY FELT AT HOME BEING IN THE EUROPEAN UNION.

AND PERHAPS BECAUSE OF OUR HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY, THE EUROPEAN UNION
NEVER FELT TO US LIKE AN INTEGRAL PART OF OUR NATIONAL STORY IN THE WAY 
IT DOES TO SO MANY ELSEWHERE IN EUROPE.

IT IS A MATTER OF CHOICES. THE PROFOUND POOLING OF SOVEREIGNTY THAT IS A 
CRUCIAL FEATURE OF THE EUROPEAN UNION PERMITS UNPRECEDENTEDLY DEEP 
COOPERATION, WHICH BRINGS BENEFITS.

BUT IT ALSO MEANS THAT WHEN COUNTRIES ARE IN THE MINORITY THEY MUST 
SOMETIMES ACCEPT DECISIONS THEY DO NOT WANT, EVEN AFFECTING DOMESTIC 
MATTERS WITH NO MARKET IMPLICATIONS BEYOND THEIR BORDERS. AND WHEN 
SUCH DECISIONS ARE TAKEN, THEY CAN BE VERY HARD TO CHANGE.

SO THE BRITISH ELECTORATE MADE A CHOICE. THEY CHOSE THE POWER OF 
DOMESTIC DEMOCRATIC CONTROL OVER POOLING THAT CONTROL, 
STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF THE UK PARLIAMENT AND THE DEVOLVED 
SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT, WELSH AND NORTHERN IRELAND ASSEMBLIES IN 
DECIDING OUR LAWS.

THAT IS OUR CHOICE. IT DOES NOT MEAN WE ARE NO LONGER A PROUD MEMBER 
OF THE FAMILY OF EUROPEAN NATIONS. AND IT DOES NOT MEAN WE ARE TURNING 



OUR BACK ON EUROPE; OR WORSE THAT WE DO NOT WISH THE EU TO SUCCEED. 
THE SUCCESS OF THE EU IS PROFOUNDLY IN OUR NATIONAL INTEREST AND THAT 
OF THE WIDER WORLD.

BUT HAVING MADE THIS CHOICE, THE QUESTION NOW IS WHETHER WE – THE 
LEADERS OF BRITAIN, AND OF THE EU’S MEMBER STATES AND INSTITUTIONS – CAN
DEMONSTRATE THAT CREATIVITY, THAT INNOVATION, THAT AMBITION THAT WE 
NEED TO SHAPE A NEW PARTNERSHIP TO THE BENEFIT OF ALL OUR PEOPLE.

I BELIEVE WE MUST. AND I BELIEVE WE CAN.

FOR WHILE THE UK’S DEPARTURE FROM THE EU IS INEVITABLY A DIFFICULT 
PROCESS, IT IS IN ALL OF OUR INTERESTS FOR OUR NEGOTIATIONS TO SUCCEED. IF 
WE WERE TO FAIL, OR BE DIVIDED, THE ONLY BENEFICIARIES WOULD BE THOSE 
WHO REJECT OUR VALUES AND OPPOSE OUR INTERESTS.

SO I BELIEVE WE SHARE A PROFOUND SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY TO MAKE THIS 
CHANGE WORK SMOOTHLY AND SENSIBLY, NOT JUST FOR PEOPLE TODAY BUT FOR 
THE NEXT GENERATION WHO WILL INHERIT THE WORLD WE LEAVE THEM.

THE EYES OF THE WORLD ARE ON US, BUT IF WE CAN BE IMAGINATIVE AND 
CREATIVE ABOUT THE WAY WE ESTABLISH THIS NEW RELATIONSHIP, IF WE CAN 
PROCEED ON THE BASIS OF TRUST IN EACH OTHER, I BELIEVE WE CAN BE 
OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE FUTURE WE CAN BUILD FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM AND 
FOR THE EUROPEAN UNION.

NEGOTIATIONS

IN MY SPEECH AT LANCASTER HOUSE EARLIER THIS YEAR, I SET OUT THE UK’S 
NEGOTIATING OBJECTIVES.

THOSE STILL STAND TODAY. SINCE THAT SPEECH AND THE TRIGGERING OF ARTICLE
50 IN MARCH, THE UK HAS PUBLISHED 14 PAPERS TO ADDRESS THE CURRENT 
ISSUES IN THE TALKS AND SET OUT THE BUILDING BLOCKS OF THE RELATIONSHIP 
WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE WITH THE EU, BOTH AS WE LEAVE, AND INTO THE FUTURE.

WE HAVE NOW CONDUCTED THREE ROUNDS OF NEGOTIATIONS. AND WHILE, AT 
TIMES, THESE NEGOTIATIONS HAVE BEEN TOUGH, IT IS CLEAR THAT, THANKS TO 
THE PROFESSIONALISM AND DILIGENCE OF DAVID DAVIS AND MICHEL BARNIER, 
WE HAVE MADE CONCRETE PROGRESS ON MANY IMPORTANT ISSUES.

FOR EXAMPLE, WE HAVE RECOGNISED FROM THE OUTSET THERE ARE UNIQUE 
ISSUES TO CONSIDER WHEN IT COMES TO NORTHERN IRELAND.

THE UK GOVERNMENT, THE IRISH GOVERNMENT AND THE EU AS A WHOLE HAVE 
BEEN CLEAR THAT THROUGH THE PROCESS OF OUR WITHDRAWAL WE WILL 
PROTECT PROGRESS MADE IN NORTHERN IRELAND OVER RECENT YEARS – AND 
THE LIVES AND LIVELIHOODS THAT DEPEND ON THIS PROGRESS.



AS PART OF THIS, WE AND THE EU HAVE COMMITTED TO PROTECTING THE BELFAST 
AGREEMENT AND THE COMMON TRAVEL AREA AND, LOOKING AHEAD, WE HAVE 
BOTH STATED EXPLICITLY THAT WE WILL NOT ACCEPT ANY PHYSICAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE AT THE BORDER.

WE OWE IT TO THE PEOPLE OF NORTHERN IRELAND – AND INDEED TO EVERYONE 
ON THE ISLAND OF IRELAND - TO SEE THROUGH THESE COMMITMENTS.

WE HAVE ALSO MADE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS ON HOW WE LOOK AFTER 
EUROPEAN NATIONALS LIVING IN THE UK AND BRITISH NATIONALS LIVING IN THE 
27 MEMBER STATES OF THE EU.

I KNOW THIS WHOLE PROCESS HAS BEEN A CAUSE OF GREAT WORRY AND ANXIETY 
FOR THEM AND THEIR LOVED ONES.

BUT I WANT TO REPEAT TO THE 600,000 ITALIANS IN THE UK – AND INDEED TO ALL 
EU CITIZENS WHO HAVE MADE THEIR LIVES IN OUR COUNTRY – THAT WE WANT 
YOU TO STAY; WE VALUE YOU; AND WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO 
OUR NATIONAL LIFE – AND IT HAS BEEN, AND REMAINS, ONE OF MY FIRST GOALS 
IN THIS NEGOTIATION TO ENSURE THAT YOU CAN CARRY ON LIVING YOUR LIVES 
AS BEFORE.

I AM CLEAR THAT THE GUARANTEE I AM GIVING ON YOUR RIGHTS IS REAL. AND I 
DOUBT ANYONE WITH REAL EXPERIENCE OF THE UK WOULD DOUBT THE 
INDEPENDENCE OF OUR COURTS OR OF THE RIGOUR WITH WHICH THEY WILL 
UPHOLD PEOPLE’S LEGAL RIGHTS.

BUT I KNOW THERE ARE CONCERNS THAT OVER TIME THE RIGHTS OF EU CITIZENS 
IN THE UK AND UK CITIZENS OVERSEAS WILL DIVERGE. I WANT TO INCORPORATE 
OUR AGREEMENT FULLY INTO UK LAW AND MAKE SURE THE UK COURTS CAN 
REFER DIRECTLY TO IT.

WHERE THERE IS UNCERTAINTY AROUND UNDERLYING EU LAW, I WANT THE UK 
COURTS TO BE ABLE TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE JUDGMENTS OF THE EUROPEAN 
COURT OF JUSTICE WITH A VIEW TO ENSURING CONSISTENT INTERPRETATION. ON 
THIS BASIS, I HOPE OUR TEAMS CAN REACH FIRM AGREEMENT QUICKLY.

SHARED FUTURE

AT THE MOMENT, THE NEGOTIATIONS ARE FOCUSED ON THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
THE UK’S WITHDRAWAL FROM THE EU. BUT WE NEED TO MOVE ON TO TALK ABOUT
OUR FUTURE RELATIONSHIP.

OF COURSE, WE RECOGNISE THAT WE CAN’T LEAVE THE EU AND HAVE 
EVERYTHING STAY THE SAME. LIFE FOR US WILL BE DIFFERENT.

BUT WHAT WE DO WANT – AND WHAT WE HOPE THAT YOU, OUR EUROPEAN 
FRIENDS, WANT TOO – IS TO STAY AS PARTNERS WHO CARRY ON WORKING 
TOGETHER FOR OUR MUTUAL BENEFIT.



IN SHORT, WE WANT TO WORK HAND IN HAND WITH THE EUROPEAN UNION, 
RATHER THAN AS PART OF THE EUROPEAN UNION.

THAT IS WHY IN MY SPEECH AT LANCASTER HOUSE I SAID THAT THE UNITED 
KINGDOM WOULD SEEK TO SECURE A NEW, DEEP AND SPECIAL PARTNERSHIP WITH 
THE EUROPEAN UNION.

AND THIS SHOULD SPAN BOTH A NEW ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIP AND A NEW 
RELATIONSHIP ON SECURITY.

SO LET ME SET OUT WHAT EACH OF THESE RELATIONSHIPS COULD LOOK LIKE – 
BEFORE TURNING TO THE QUESTION OF HOW WE GET THERE.

ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP

LET ME START WITH THE ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP.

THE UNITED KINGDOM IS LEAVING THE EUROPEAN UNION. WE WILL NO LONGER 
BE MEMBERS OF ITS SINGLE MARKET OR ITS CUSTOMS UNION. FOR WE 
UNDERSTAND THAT THE SINGLE MARKET’S FOUR FREEDOMS ARE INDIVISIBLE FOR 
OUR EUROPEAN FRIENDS.

WE RECOGNISE THAT THE SINGLE MARKET IS BUILT ON A BALANCE OF RIGHTS AND
OBLIGATIONS. AND WE DO NOT PRETEND THAT YOU CAN HAVE ALL THE BENEFITS 
OF MEMBERSHIP OF THE SINGLE MARKET WITHOUT ITS OBLIGATIONS.

SO OUR TASK IS TO FIND A NEW FRAMEWORK THAT ALLOWS FOR A CLOSE 
ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP BUT HOLDS THOSE RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS IN A NEW 
AND DIFFERENT BALANCE.

BUT AS WE WORK OUT TOGETHER HOW TO DO SO, WE DO NOT START WITH A 
BLANK SHEET OF PAPER, LIKE OTHER EXTERNAL PARTNERS NEGOTIATING A FREE 
TRADE DEAL FROM SCRATCH HAVE DONE.

IN FACT, WE START FROM AN UNPRECEDENTED POSITION. FOR WE HAVE THE SAME 
RULES AND REGULATIONS AS THE EU - AND OUR EU WITHDRAWAL BILL WILL 
ENSURE THEY ARE CARRIED OVER INTO OUR DOMESTIC LAW AT THE MOMENT WE 
LEAVE THE EU.

SO THE QUESTION FOR US NOW IN BUILDING A NEW ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP IS 
NOT HOW WE BRING OUR RULES AND REGULATIONS CLOSER TOGETHER, BUT 
WHAT WE DO WHEN ONE OF US WANTS TO MAKE CHANGES.

ONE WAY OF APPROACHING THIS QUESTION IS TO PUT FORWARD A STARK AND 
UNIMAGINATIVE CHOICE BETWEEN TWO MODELS: EITHER SOMETHING BASED ON 
EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AREA MEMBERSHIP; OR A TRADITIONAL FREE TRADE 
AGREEMENT, SUCH AS THAT THE EU HAS RECENTLY NEGOTIATED WITH CANADA.

I DON’T BELIEVE EITHER OF THESE OPTIONS WOULD BE BEST FOR THE UK OR BEST 
FOR THE EUROPEAN UNION.



EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AREA MEMBERSHIP WOULD MEAN THE UK HAVING TO 
ADOPT AT HOME - AUTOMATICALLY AND IN THEIR ENTIRETY - NEW EU RULES. 
RULES OVER WHICH, IN FUTURE, WE WILL HAVE LITTLE INFLUENCE AND NO VOTE.

SUCH A LOSS OF DEMOCRATIC CONTROL COULD NOT WORK FOR THE BRITISH 
PEOPLE. I FEAR IT WOULD INEVITABLY LEAD TO FRICTION AND THEN A DAMAGING 
RE-OPENING OF THE NATURE OF OUR RELATIONSHIP IN THE NEAR FUTURE: THE 
VERY LAST THING THAT ANYONE ON EITHER SIDE OF THE CHANNEL WANTS.

AS FOR A CANADIAN STYLE FREE TRADE AGREEMENT, WE SHOULD RECOGNISE 
THAT THIS IS THE MOST ADVANCED FREE TRADE AGREEMENT THE EU HAS YET 
CONCLUDED AND A BREAKTHROUGH IN TRADE BETWEEN CANADA AND THE EU.

BUT COMPARED WITH WHAT EXISTS BETWEEN BRITAIN AND THE EU TODAY, IT 
WOULD NEVERTHELESS REPRESENT SUCH A RESTRICTION ON OUR MUTUAL 
MARKET ACCESS THAT IT WOULD BENEFIT NEITHER OF OUR ECONOMIES.

NOT ONLY THAT, IT WOULD START FROM THE FALSE PREMISE THAT THERE IS NO 
PRE-EXISTING REGULATORY RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN US. AND PRECEDENT 
SUGGESTS THAT IT COULD TAKE YEARS TO NEGOTIATE.

WE CAN DO SO MUCH BETTER THAN THIS.

AS I SAID AT LANCASTER HOUSE, LET US NOT SEEK MERELY TO ADOPT A MODEL 
ALREADY ENJOYED BY OTHER COUNTRIES. INSTEAD LET US BE CREATIVE AS WELL
AS PRACTICAL IN DESIGNING AN AMBITIOUS ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP WHICH 
RESPECTS THE FREEDOMS AND PRINCIPLES OF THE EU, AND THE WISHES OF THE 
BRITISH PEOPLE.

I BELIEVE THERE ARE GOOD REASONS FOR THIS LEVEL OF OPTIMISM AND 
AMBITION.

FIRST OF ALL, THE UK IS THE EU’S LARGEST TRADING PARTNER, ONE OF THE 
LARGEST ECONOMIES IN THE WORLD, AND A MARKET OF CONSIDERABLE 
IMPORTANCE FOR MANY BUSINESSES AND JOBS ACROSS THE CONTINENT. AND THE 
EU IS OUR LARGEST TRADING PARTNER, SO IT IS IN ALL OUR INTERESTS TO FIND A 
CREATIVE SOLUTION.

THE EUROPEAN UNION HAS SHOWN IN THE PAST THAT CREATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 
CAN BE AGREED IN OTHER AREAS. FOR EXAMPLE, IT HAS DEVELOPED A DIVERSE 
ARRAY OF ARRANGEMENTS WITH NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES OUTSIDE THE EU, 
BOTH IN ECONOMIC RELATIONS AND IN JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS.

FURTHERMORE, WE SHARE THE SAME SET OF FUNDAMENTAL BELIEFS; A BELIEF IN 
FREE TRADE, RIGOROUS AND FAIR COMPETITION, STRONG CONSUMER RIGHTS, 
AND THAT TRYING TO BEAT OTHER COUNTRIES’ INDUSTRIES BY UNFAIRLY 
SUBSIDISING ONE’S OWN IS A SERIOUS MISTAKE.

SO THERE IS NO NEED TO IMPOSE TARIFFS WHERE WE HAVE NONE NOW, AND I 
DON’T THINK ANYONE SENSIBLE IS CONTEMPLATING THIS.



AND AS WE HAVE SET OUT IN A FUTURE PARTNERSHIP PAPER, WHEN IT COMES TO 
TRADE IN GOODS, WE WILL DO EVERYTHING WE CAN TO AVOID FRICTION AT THE 
BORDER. BUT OF COURSE THE REGULATORY ISSUES ARE CRUCIAL.

WE SHARE A COMMITMENT TO HIGH REGULATORY STANDARDS.

PEOPLE IN BRITAIN DO NOT WANT SHODDY GOODS, SHODDY SERVICES, A POOR 
ENVIRONMENT OR EXPLOITATIVE WORKING PRACTICES AND I CAN NEVER 
IMAGINE THEM THINKING THOSE THINGS TO BE ACCEPTABLE.

THE GOVERNMENT I LEAD IS COMMITTED NOT ONLY TO PROTECTING HIGH 
STANDARDS, BUT STRENGTHENING THEM.

SO I AM OPTIMISTIC ABOUT WHAT WE CAN ACHIEVE BY FINDING A CREATIVE 
SOLUTION TO A NEW ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIP THAT CAN SUPPORT PROSPERITY 
FOR ALL OUR PEOPLES.

NOW IN ANY TRADING RELATIONSHIP, BOTH SIDES HAVE TO AGREE ON A SET OF 
RULES WHICH GOVERN HOW EACH SIDE BEHAVES.

SO WE WILL NEED TO DISCUSS WITH OUR EUROPEAN PARTNERS NEW WAYS OF 
MANAGING OUR INTERDEPENDENCE AND OUR DIFFERENCES, IN THE CONTEXT OF 
OUR SHARED VALUES.

THERE WILL BE AREAS OF POLICY AND REGULATION WHICH ARE OUTSIDE THE 
SCOPE OF OUR TRADE AND ECONOMIC RELATIONS WHERE THIS SHOULD BE 
STRAIGHTFORWARD.

THERE WILL BE AREAS WHICH DO AFFECT OUR ECONOMIC RELATIONS WHERE WE 
AND OUR EUROPEAN FRIENDS MAY HAVE DIFFERENT GOALS; OR WHERE WE SHARE
THE SAME GOALS BUT WANT TO ACHIEVE THEM THROUGH DIFFERENT MEANS.

AND THERE WILL BE AREAS WHERE WE WANT TO ACHIEVE THE SAME GOALS IN 
THE SAME WAYS, BECAUSE IT MAKES SENSE FOR OUR ECONOMIES.

AND BECAUSE RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS MUST BE HELD IN BALANCE, THE 
DECISIONS WE BOTH TAKE WILL HAVE CONSEQUENCES FOR THE UK’S ACCESS TO 
EUROPEAN MARKETS AND VICE VERSA.

TO MAKE THIS PARTNERSHIP WORK, BECAUSE DISAGREEMENTS INEVITABLY ARISE,
WE WILL NEED A STRONG AND APPROPRIATE DISPUTE RESOLUTION MECHANISM.

IT IS, OF COURSE, VITAL THAT ANY AGREEMENT REACHED – ITS SPECIFIC TERMS 
AND THE PRINCIPLES ON WHICH IT IS BASED – ARE INTERPRETED IN THE SAME 
WAY BY THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE UNITED KINGDOM AND WE WANT TO 
DISCUSS HOW WE DO THAT.

THIS COULD NOT MEAN THE EUROPEAN COURT OF JUSTICE – OR INDEED UK 
COURTS - BEING THE ARBITER OF DISPUTES ABOUT THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UK AND THE EU HOWEVER.



IT WOULDN’T BE RIGHT FOR ONE PARTY’S COURT TO HAVE JURISDICTION OVER 
THE OTHER. BUT I AM CONFIDENT WE CAN FIND AN APPROPRIATE MECHANISM FOR
RESOLVING DISPUTES.

SO THIS NEW ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP, WOULD BE COMPREHENSIVE AND 
AMBITIOUS. IT WOULD BE UNDERPINNED BY HIGH STANDARDS, AND A PRACTICAL 
APPROACH TO REGULATION THAT ENABLES US TO CONTINUE TO WORK TOGETHER 
IN BRINGING SHARED PROSPERITY TO OUR PEOPLES FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.

SECURITY RELATIONSHIP

LET ME TURN TO THE NEW SECURITY RELATIONSHIP THAT WE WANT TO SEE.

TO KEEP OUR PEOPLE SAFE AND TO SECURE OUR VALUES AND INTERESTS, I 
BELIEVE IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT, ALTHOUGH THE UK IS LEAVING THE EU, THE 
QUALITY OF OUR COOPERATION ON SECURITY IS MAINTAINED.

WE BELIEVE WE SHOULD BE AS OPEN-MINDED AS POSSIBLE ABOUT HOW WE 
CONTINUE TO WORK TOGETHER ON WHAT CAN BE LIFE AND DEATH MATTERS.

OUR SECURITY CO-OPERATION IS NOT JUST VITAL BECAUSE OUR PEOPLE FACE THE 
SAME THREATS, BUT ALSO BECAUSE WE SHARE A DEEP, HISTORIC BELIEF IN THE 
SAME VALUES – THE VALUES OF PEACE, DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE 
RULE OF LAW.

OF COURSE, THERE IS NO PRE-EXISTING MODEL FOR CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE 
EU AND EXTERNAL PARTNERS WHICH REPLICATES THE FULL SCALE AND DEPTH OF 
THE COLLABORATION THAT CURRENTLY EXISTS BETWEEN THE EU AND THE UK ON 
SECURITY, LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE.

BUT AS THE THREATS WE FACE EVOLVE FASTER THAN EVER, I BELIEVE IT IS VITAL 
THAT WE WORK TOGETHER TO DESIGN NEW, DYNAMIC ARRANGEMENTS THAT GO 
BEYOND THE EXISTING ARRANGEMENTS THAT THE EU HAS IN THIS AREA - AND 
DRAW ON THE LEGAL MODELS THE EU HAS PREVIOUSLY USED TO STRUCTURE CO-
OPERATION WITH EXTERNAL PARTNERS IN OTHER FIELDS SUCH AS TRADE.

SO WE ARE PROPOSING A BOLD NEW STRATEGIC AGREEMENT THAT PROVIDES A 
COMPREHENSIVE FRAMEWORK FOR FUTURE SECURITY, LAW ENFORCEMENT AND 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE CO-OPERATION: A TREATY BETWEEN THE UK AND THE EU.

THIS WOULD COMPLEMENT THE EXTENSIVE AND MATURE BI-LATERAL 
RELATIONSHIPS THAT WE ALREADY HAVE WITH EUROPEAN FRIENDS TO PROMOTE 
OUR COMMON SECURITY.

OUR AMBITION WOULD BE TO BUILD A MODEL THAT IS UNDERPINNED BY OUR 
SHARED PRINCIPLES, INCLUDING HIGH STANDARDS OF DATA PROTECTION AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS.

IT WOULD BE KEPT SUFFICIENTLY VERSATILE AND DYNAMIC TO RESPOND TO THE 
EVER-EVOLVING THREATS THAT WE FACE. AND IT WOULD CREATE AN ONGOING 



DIALOGUE IN WHICH LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE PRIORITIES CAN 
BE SHARED AND – WHERE APPROPRIATE – TACKLED JOINTLY.

WE ARE ALSO PROPOSING A FAR REACHING PARTNERSHIP ON HOW WE PROTECT 
EUROPE TOGETHER FROM THE THREATS WE FACE IN THE WORLD TODAY; HOW WE 
WORK TOGETHER TO PROMOTE OUR SHARED VALUES AND INTERESTS ABROAD; 
WHETHER SECURITY, SPREADING THE RULE OF LAW, DEALING WITH EMERGING 
THREATS, HANDLING THE MIGRATION CRISIS OR HELPING COUNTRIES OUT OF 
POVERTY.

THE UNITED KINGDOM HAS OUTSTANDING CAPABILITIES. WE HAVE THE BIGGEST 
DEFENCE BUDGET IN EUROPE, AND ONE OF THE LARGEST DEVELOPMENT BUDGETS
IN THE WORLD. WE HAVE A FAR-REACHING DIPLOMATIC NETWORK, AND WORLD 
CLASS SECURITY, INTELLIGENCE AND LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES.

SO WHAT WE ARE OFFERING WILL BE UNPRECEDENTED IN ITS BREADTH, TAKING IN
COOPERATION ON DIPLOMACY, DEFENCE AND SECURITY, AND DEVELOPMENT.

AND IT WILL BE UNPRECEDENTED IN ITS DEPTH, IN TERMS OF THE DEGREE OF 
ENGAGEMENT THAT WE WOULD AIM TO DELIVER.

IT IS OUR AMBITION TO WORK AS CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE TOGETHER WITH THE EU, 
PROTECTING OUR PEOPLE, PROMOTING OUR VALUES AND ENSURING THE FUTURE 
SECURITY OF OUR CONTINENT.

THE UNITED KINGDOM IS UNCONDITIONALLY COMMITTED TO MAINTAINING 
EUROPE’S SECURITY. AND THE UK WILL CONTINUE TO OFFER AID AND ASSISTANCE 
TO EU MEMBER STATES THAT ARE THE VICTIMS OF ARMED AGGRESSION, 
TERRORISM AND NATURAL OR MANMADE DISASTERS.

TAKEN AS A WHOLE, THIS BOLD NEW SECURITY PARTNERSHIP WILL NOT ONLY 
REFLECT OUR HISTORY AND THE PRACTICAL BENEFITS OF CO-OPERATION IN 
TACKLING SHARED THREATS, BUT ALSO DEMONSTRATE THE UK’S GENUINE 
COMMITMENT TO PROMOTING OUR SHARED VALUES ACROSS THE WORLD AND TO 
MAINTAINING A SECURE AND PROSPEROUS EUROPE.

IMPLEMENTATION

THAT IS THE PARTNERSHIP I WANT BRITAIN AND THE EUROPEAN UNION TO HAVE IN 
THE FUTURE.

NONE OF ITS GOALS SHOULD BE CONTROVERSIAL. EVERYTHING I HAVE SAID IS 
ABOUT CREATING A LONG-TERM RELATIONSHIP THROUGH WHICH THE NATIONS OF 
THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE UNITED KINGDOM CAN WORK TOGETHER FOR THE
MUTUAL BENEFIT OF ALL OUR PEOPLE.

IF WE ADOPT THIS VISION OF A DEEP AND SPECIAL PARTNERSHIP, THE QUESTION IS 
THEN HOW WE GET THERE: HOW WE BUILD A BRIDGE FROM WHERE WE ARE NOW 
TO WHERE WE WANT TO BE.



THE UNITED KINGDOM WILL CEASE TO BE A MEMBER OF THE EUROPEAN UNION ON
29TH MARCH 2019.

WE WILL NO LONGER SIT AT THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL TABLE OR IN THE COUNCIL 
OF MINISTERS, AND WE WILL NO LONGER HAVE MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT.

OUR RELATIONS WITH COUNTRIES OUTSIDE THE EU CAN BE DEVELOPED IN NEW 
WAYS, INCLUDING THROUGH OUR OWN TRADE NEGOTIATIONS, BECAUSE WE WILL 
NO LONGER BE AN EU COUNTRY, AND WE WILL NO LONGER DIRECTLY BENEFIT 
FROM THE EU’S FUTURE TRADE NEGOTIATIONS.

BUT THE FACT IS THAT, AT THAT POINT, NEITHER THE UK - NOR THE EU AND ITS 
MEMBERS STATES - WILL BE IN A POSITION TO IMPLEMENT SMOOTHLY MANY OF 
THE DETAILED ARRANGEMENTS THAT WILL UNDERPIN THIS NEW RELATIONSHIP 
WE SEEK.

NEITHER IS THE EUROPEAN UNION LEGALLY ABLE TO CONCLUDE AN AGREEMENT 
WITH THE UK AS AN EXTERNAL PARTNER WHILE IT IS ITSELF STILL PART OF THE 
EUROPEAN UNION.

AND SUCH AN AGREEMENT ON THE FUTURE PARTNERSHIP WILL REQUIRE THE 
APPROPRIATE LEGAL RATIFICATION, WHICH WOULD TAKE TIME.

IT IS ALSO THE CASE THAT PEOPLE AND BUSINESSES – BOTH IN THE UK AND IN THE 
EU – WOULD BENEFIT FROM A PERIOD TO ADJUST TO THE NEW ARRANGEMENTS IN 
A SMOOTH AND ORDERLY WAY.

AS I SAID IN MY SPEECH AT LANCASTER HOUSE A PERIOD OF IMPLEMENTATION 
WOULD BE IN OUR MUTUAL INTEREST. THAT IS WHY I AM PROPOSING THAT THERE 
SHOULD BE SUCH A PERIOD AFTER THE UK LEAVES THE EU.

CLEARLY PEOPLE, BUSINESSES AND PUBLIC SERVICES SHOULD ONLY HAVE TO 
PLAN FOR ONE SET OF CHANGES IN THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE UK AND THE 
EU.

SO DURING THE IMPLEMENTATION PERIOD ACCESS TO ONE ANOTHER’S MARKETS 
SHOULD CONTINUE ON CURRENT TERMS AND BRITAIN ALSO SHOULD CONTINUE 
TO TAKE PART IN EXISTING SECURITY MEASURES. AND I KNOW BUSINESSES, IN 
PARTICULAR, WOULD WELCOME THE CERTAINTY THIS WOULD PROVIDE.

THE FRAMEWORK FOR THIS STRICTLY TIME-LIMITED PERIOD, WHICH CAN BE 
AGREED UNDER ARTICLE 50, WOULD BE THE EXISTING STRUCTURE OF EU RULES 
AND REGULATIONS.

HOW LONG THE PERIOD IS SHOULD BE DETERMINED SIMPLY BY HOW LONG IT WILL
TAKE TO PREPARE AND IMPLEMENT THE NEW PROCESSES AND NEW SYSTEMS THAT
WILL UNDERPIN THAT FUTURE PARTNERSHIP.

FOR EXAMPLE, IT WILL TAKE TIME TO PUT IN PLACE THE NEW IMMIGRATION 
SYSTEM REQUIRED TO RE-TAKE CONTROL OF THE UK’S BORDERS.



SO DURING THE IMPLEMENTATION PERIOD, PEOPLE WILL CONTINUE TO BE ABLE TO
COME AND LIVE AND WORK IN THE UK; BUT THERE WILL BE A REGISTRATION 
SYSTEM – AN ESSENTIAL PREPARATION FOR THE NEW REGIME.

AS OF TODAY, THESE CONSIDERATIONS POINT TO AN IMPLEMENTATION PERIOD OF 
AROUND TWO YEARS.

BUT BECAUSE I DON’T BELIEVE THAT EITHER THE EU OR THE BRITISH PEOPLE WILL
WANT THE UK TO STAY LONGER IN THE EXISTING STRUCTURES THAN IS 
NECESSARY, WE COULD ALSO AGREE TO BRING FORWARD ASPECTS OF THAT 
FUTURE FRAMEWORK SUCH AS NEW DISPUTE RESOLUTION MECHANISMS MORE 
QUICKLY IF THIS CAN BE DONE SMOOTHLY.

IT IS CLEAR THAT WHAT WOULD BE MOST HELPFUL TO PEOPLE AND BUSINESSES 
ON BOTH SIDES, WHO WANT THIS PROCESS TO BE SMOOTH AND ORDERLY, IS FOR 
US TO AGREE THE DETAILED ARRANGEMENTS FOR THIS IMPLEMENTATION PERIOD 
AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE. ALTHOUGH WE RECOGNISE THAT THE EU INSTITUTIONS 
WILL NEED TO ADOPT A FORMAL POSITION.

AND AT THE HEART OF THESE ARRANGEMENTS, THERE SHOULD BE A CLEAR 
DOUBLE LOCK: A GUARANTEE THAT THERE WILL BE A PERIOD OF 
IMPLEMENTATION GIVING BUSINESSES AND PEOPLE ALIKE THE CERTAINTY THAT 
THEY WILL BE ABLE TO PREPARE FOR THE CHANGE; AND A GUARANTEE THAT THIS 
IMPLEMENTATION PERIOD WILL BE TIME-LIMITED, GIVING EVERYONE THE 
CERTAINTY THAT THIS WILL NOT GO ON FOR EVER.

THESE ARRANGEMENTS WILL CREATE VALUABLE CERTAINTY.

BUT IN THIS CONTEXT I AM CONSCIOUS THAT OUR DEPARTURE CAUSES ANOTHER 
TYPE OF UNCERTAINTY FOR THE REMAINING MEMBER STATES AND THEIR 
TAXPAYERS OVER THE EU BUDGET.

SOME OF THE CLAIMS MADE ON THIS ISSUE ARE EXAGGERATED AND UNHELPFUL 
AND WE CAN ONLY RESOLVE THIS AS PART OF THE SETTLEMENT OF ALL THE 
ISSUES I HAVE BEEN TALKING ABOUT TODAY.

STILL I DO NOT WANT OUR PARTNERS TO FEAR THAT THEY WILL NEED TO PAY 
MORE OR RECEIVE LESS OVER THE REMAINDER OF THE CURRENT BUDGET PLAN AS
A RESULT OF OUR DECISION TO LEAVE. THE UK WILL HONOUR COMMITMENTS WE 
HAVE MADE DURING THE PERIOD OF OUR MEMBERSHIP.

AND AS WE MOVE FORWARDS, WE WILL ALSO WANT TO CONTINUE WORKING 
TOGETHER IN WAYS THAT PROMOTE THE LONG-TERM ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
OF OUR CONTINENT.

THIS INCLUDES CONTINUING TO TAKE PART IN THOSE SPECIFIC POLICIES AND 
PROGRAMMES WHICH ARE GREATLY TO THE UK AND THE EU’S JOINT ADVANTAGE, 
SUCH AS THOSE THAT PROMOTE SCIENCE, EDUCATION AND CULTURE – AND THOSE 
THAT PROMOTE OUR MUTUAL SECURITY.



AND AS I SET OUT IN MY SPEECH AT LANCASTER HOUSE, IN DOING SO, WE WOULD 
WANT TO MAKE AN ONGOING CONTRIBUTION TO COVER OUR FAIR SHARE OF THE 
COSTS INVOLVED.

CONCLUSION

WHEN I GAVE MY SPEECH AT THE BEGINNING OF THIS YEAR I SPOKE NOT JUST 
ABOUT THE PREPARATIONS WE WERE MAKING FOR A SUCCESSFUL NEGOTIATION 
BUT ALSO ABOUT OUR PREPARATIONS FOR OUR LIFE OUTSIDE THE EUROPEAN 
UNION – WITH OR WITHOUT WHAT I HOPE WILL BE A SUCCESSFUL DEAL.

AND THE NECESSARY WORK CONTINUES ON ALL THESE FRONTS SO THAT WE ARE 
ABLE TO MEET ANY EVENTUAL OUTCOME.

BUT AS WE MEET HERE TODAY, IN THIS CITY OF CREATIVITY AND REBIRTH, LET US 
OPEN OUR MINDS TO THE POSSIBLE.

TO A NEW ERA OF COOPERATION AND PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED 
KINGDOM AND THE EUROPEAN UNION. AND TO A STRONGER, FAIRER, MORE 
PROSPEROUS FUTURE FOR US ALL.

FOR THAT IS THE PRIZE IF WE GET THIS NEGOTIATION RIGHT.

A SOVEREIGN UNITED KINGDOM AND A CONFIDENT EUROPEAN UNION, BOTH FREE 
TO CHART THEIR OWN COURSE.

A NEW PARTNERSHIP OF VALUES AND INTERESTS.

A NEW ALLIANCE THAT CAN STAND STRONGLY TOGETHER IN THE WORLD.

THAT IS THE GOAL TOWARDS WHICH WE MUST WORK IN THE MONTHS AHEAD AS 
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN BRITAIN AND EUROPE EVOLVES.

HOWEVER IT DOES SO, I AM CLEAR THAT BRITAIN’S FUTURE IS BRIGHT.

OUR FUNDAMENTALS ARE STRONG: A LEGAL SYSTEM RESPECTED AROUND THE 
WORLD; A KEEN OPENNESS TO FOREIGN INVESTMENT; AN ENTHUSIASM FOR 
INNOVATION; AN EASE OF DOING BUSINESS; SOME OF THE BEST UNIVERSITIES AND 
RESEARCHERS YOU CAN FIND ANYWHERE; AN EXCEPTIONAL NATIONAL TALENT 
FOR CREATIVITY AND AN INDOMITABLE SPIRIT.

IT IS OUR FUNDAMENTAL STRENGTHS THAT REALLY DETERMINE A COUNTRY’S 
SUCCESS AND THAT IS WHY BRITAIN’S ECONOMY WILL ALWAYS BE STRONG.

THERE ARE OTHER REASONS WHY OUR FUTURE SHOULD GIVE US CONFIDENCE. WE
WILL ALWAYS BE A CHAMPION OF ECONOMIC OPENNESS; WE WILL ALWAYS BE A 
COUNTRY WHOSE PITCH TO THE WORLD IS HIGH STANDARDS AT HOME.

WHEN WE DIFFER FROM THE EU IN OUR REGULATORY CHOICES, IT WON’T BE TO 
TRY AND ATTAIN AN UNFAIR COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE, IT WILL BE BECAUSE WE 
WANT RULES THAT ARE RIGHT FOR BRITAIN’S PARTICULAR SITUATION.



THE BEST WAY FOR US BOTH TO SUCCEED IS TO FULFIL THE POTENTIAL OF THE 
PARTNERSHIP I HAVE SET OUT TODAY.

FOR WE SHOULD BE IN NO DOUBT, THAT IF OUR COLLECTIVE ENDEAVOURS IN 
THESE NEGOTIATIONS WERE TO PROVE INSUFFICIENT TO REACH AN AGREEMENT, 
IT WOULD BE A FAILURE IN THE EYES OF HISTORY AND A DAMAGING BLOW TO THE 
FUTURE OF OUR CONTINENT.

INDEED, I BELIEVE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN WHERE WE WOULD ALL BE IF WE 
FAIL – AND WHERE WE COULD BE IF WE CAN ACHIEVE THE KIND OF NEW 
PARTNERSHIP I HAVE SET OUT TODAY – TO BE SO GREAT THAT IT IS BEHOLDEN ON 
ALL OF US INVOLVED TO DEMONSTRATE THE LEADERSHIP AND FLEXIBILITY 
NEEDED TO ENSURE THAT WE SUCCEED.

YES, THE NEGOTIATIONS TO GET THERE WILL BE DIFFICULT. BUT IF WE APPROACH 
THEM IN THE RIGHT WAY – RESPECTFUL OF THE CHALLENGES FOR BOTH SIDES 
AND PRAGMATIC ABOUT RESOLVING THEM – WE CAN FIND A WAY FORWARD THAT 
MAKES A SUCCESS OF THIS FOR ALL OF OUR PEOPLES.

I RECOGNISE THAT THIS IS NOT SOMETHING THAT YOU – OUR EUROPEAN PARTNERS
– WANTED TO DO. IT IS A DISTRACTION FROM WHAT YOU WANT TO GET ON WITH. 
BUT WE HAVE TO GET THIS RIGHT.

AND WE BOTH WANT TO GET THIS DONE AS SWIFTLY AS POSSIBLE.

SO IT IS UP TO LEADERS TO SET THE TONE.

AND THE TONE I WANT TO SET IS ONE OF PARTNERSHIP AND FRIENDSHIP.

A TONE OF TRUST, THE CORNERSTONE OF ANY RELATIONSHIP.

FOR IF WE GET THE SPIRIT OF THIS NEGOTIATION RIGHT; IF WE GET THE SPIRIT OF 
THIS PARTNERSHIP RIGHT, THEN AT THE END OF THIS PROCESS WE WILL FIND THAT 
WE ARE ABLE TO RESOLVE THE ISSUES WHERE WE DISAGREE RESPECTFULLY AND 
QUICKLY.

AND IF WE CAN DO THAT, THEN WHEN THIS CHAPTER OF OUR EUROPEAN HISTORY 
IS WRITTEN, IT WILL BE REMEMBERED NOT FOR THE DIFFERENCES WE FACED BUT 
FOR THE VISION WE SHOWED; NOT FOR THE CHALLENGES WE ENDURED BUT FOR 
THE CREATIVITY WE USED TO OVERCOME THEM; NOT FOR A RELATIONSHIP THAT 
ENDED BUT A NEW PARTNERSHIP THAT BEGAN.

A PARTNERSHIP OF INTERESTS, A PARTNERSHIP OF VALUES; A PARTNERSHIP OF 
AMBITION FOR A SHARED FUTURE: THE UK AND THE EU SIDE BY SIDE DELIVERING 
PROSPERITY AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL OUR PEOPLE.

THIS IS THE FUTURE WITHIN OUR GRASP – SO, TOGETHER, LET US SEIZE IT.
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